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2019 was a year to remember. A new

council was elected and, therefore, a

new Library Board. While most Board

members chose to continue, there

were some changes including the

retirement of the long serving chair.

She left large shoes which I was

elected to fill.

In February we secured a reciprocal

borrowing agreement with the Perth &

District Union Public Library. This

allows Lanark Highlands library

patrons access, free of charge, to the

Perth Library and vice versa. 

In March our CEO tendered his

resignation to follow his next life

chapter and another staff member

went on to pursue higher education.

Even with these changes, remarkably,

the staff and the Board never missed a

beat. 

All programs and functions carried on

as normal and a new Board member

was found. Our Vice Chair took on the

task of bringing our policies up to

speed, no small task. In April, the

Provincial government drastically cut

their funding to Southern Ontario

Library Service (SOLS) forcing them to

make difficult decisions about their

own budget.  It was decided that the

Interlibrary Loan delivery service

needed to be discontinued.  For several

months libraries were forced to

suspend this service, which allows

access to library collections all over

Ontario.

This is a vital service to small library

systems who cannot maintain large

collections. After a few weeks of

uncertainty a method using Canada

Post emerged and is working

satisfactorily.

"The library has taken

a  great leap forward

in technology,

collection

development, and

team building."
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Letter from
the Chair

Bob Mezzatesta, Chair

Lanark Highlands Public Library



During this same time the board’s

hiring group advertised, received

resumes, interviewed, and after much

due diligence hired Amanda Robinson

as our new CEO effective June 1st. To

suggest that Amanda hit the ground

running would be a gross

understatement. The library has taken

a great leap forward in technology,

collection development and team

building. 

New staff have been hired and she has

reached out to community

organizations and schools. The rest of

the year was not without its speed

bumps but the trajectory was steadily

upward. The staff are motivated, the

Board is engaged and the finances are

healthy. I know I speak for all staff and

the Board when I thank Lanark

Highlands Council, their staff and

Reeve Peter McLaren, who sits on our

board as council representative, for

their tremendous support through a

memorable year.

I’m sure 2020 will be “a walk in the

park”.

Board

Members

Bob Mezzatesta, Chair

Bonita Carrothers, Vice Chair

Jeannette Bosman

Leslie Golding

Ryan Hunter

Peter McLaren

Joan Sargeant

Shannon Adams , Treasurer

Amanda Robinson, CEO

Bob Mezzatesta, Chair

Lanark Highlands Public Library



STEAM Programming

The library ran a series of STEAM related

children's programs during the TD

Summer Reading Program.

Relabeling Library Books 

for Easier Access

Staff and volunteers embarked on a large

project to recatalog and relabel the entire

library collection. This project will

address accessibility issues and make

items easier to search for and locate.

HIGHLIGHTS

Every year we make

changes to ensure

that our library is

keeping up with the

needs of the

community. 

Keep reading to find

out more about the

latest changes you

can find at your

library!

NEW  AT  YOUR

LIBRARY
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Art Exhibits

In 2019 the library began offering exhibit

space for local artists. New art is

displayed each month.

Large Screen TV for Movie Programs

The library purchased a large screen TV

and subscription to Criterion pictures  to

show movies in a library setting.

Free Tax Clinic

We partnered with the Community

Volunteer Income Tax Program to help

you prepare your income tax return.



17,212
# OF VISITORS ONLINE AND IN PERSON

5,928
LIBRARY INTERNET & WIFI USED

$397,803
VALUE OF RESOURCES BORROWED

20,801
TOTAL ITEMS BORROWED

773
# OF LIBRARY USERS

936
# VOLUNTEER HOURS

1,076
PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

BY THE 
NUMBERS#

Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement

The Lanark Highlands Public Library

Board and Perth & District Union

Public Library Board have formally

signed a reciprocal borrowing

agreement which allows residents

from Perth, Tay Valley, and

Drummond/North Elmsley to sign up

for a library card free of charge from

the Lanark Highlands Library, and for

residents of Lanark Highlands to sign

up for a library card free of charge

from the Perth Union Library.



3.9%

8.9%

72.4%

14.8%

56.9%

12.8%

11.8%

10.3%

5.3%

2.9%

FINANCIALS

Where the money comes from:

How the funds are allocated:

Library Generated Revenue

   (book sale, fines, printing)

Donations & Fundraising

Province of Ontario

Township

$3,551.85

$8,203.33

$13,599

$66,582

3.9%

8.9%

14.8%

72.4%

Wages & Benefits/Training

Collections, Resources, &      

Furnishings

Facility/Utilities

Programs

Administration

Technology

$57,338.53

$11,853.43

$5,305.82

$2,960.48

$10,360.69

$12,920.18

56.9%

11.8%

5.3%

2.9%

10.3%

12.8%

$21
Local operating

support per household

10%
% of budget dedicated to

collection development



OUR

LIBRARY

The Lanark Highlands Public Library

is proud to offer a variety of services

that support our community and its

citizens. These services include:

Programming for all ages

Overdrive eBook/eAudio

Service

Special Collections:

Museum, Conservation, &

Gallery Passes, puzzles,

energy meters

Spaces to work remotely

Home delivery service

Free internet access

Interlibrary Loan service

Faxing/Scanning/Printing/

Copying Service
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OUR  VIS ION

Lanark  Highlands  Public  Library  is  a

welcoming,  inclusive,  and  creative  space

where  people  from  all  walks  of  life  come

to  connect,  discover,  and  grow.

OUR  MISSION

We  celebrate  ideas,  promote  creativity,

connect  people  and  enrich  lives  by

providing  access  to  information  and

changing  technology.

THANK  YOU  TO  OUR
COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

Pretty  Goods

Dollar  World  Plus

Library  Volunteers

Private  Donors

CFUW

Province  of  Ontario

Township  of  Lanark

Highlands

OUR LIBRARY 

IS YOUR LIBRARY


